Clinical significance of hyperkeratosis and parakeratosis in otherwise negative Papanicolaou smears.
To ascertain the clinical significance of hyperkeratosis and parakeratosis in otherwise negative Papanicolaou smears, we retrospectively reviewed 96 patients with these findings seen during a 32-month period. Evaluation included repeating the smear and performing colposcopy in all patients. Colposcopically directed biopsy and endocervical curettage were performed when appropriate. Only one patient had human papillomavirus (HPV) infection. The isolated finding of hyperkeratosis or parakeratosis was not associated with an increased incidence of cervical intraepithelial neoplasia or HPV and, clinically, was not associated with uterine descensus or vaginal prolapse.